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• Transparency :
• From Evaluator to institution: evaluation procedures proposed by the 

evaluator and validated by the Institution.

• From Institution to evaluator: feedback to the evaluator on the use of 
the evaluation work

• From Institution to researcher: the rules of governance are clearly
defined so that researchers can assess their constraints on freedom of 
research and expression, and know the scientific arbitration 
procedures (choice of priority themes), within a constrained budget

• From researcher to institution: the aims of the research are clearly
stated

• Respect:
• From Institution to evaluator: acceptance and use of evaluation

results

• From Institution to researcher: clear statement of the rules in force, 
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• Responsibility (accountability)
• From the evaluator to the institution: anticipating the 

impacts of the evaluation on the functioning of the 
institution (e.g., suffering at work)

• From the institution to the evaluator: provide the means
to carry out the evaluation according to the defined
principles, avoid paradoxical injunctions (DORA versus 
bibliometric index).

• From the institution to the researcher: working
conditions that allow researchers to develop honest, 
loyal and responsible research, in a collaborative rather
than competitive framework.
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• Openness: 
• From institution to institution: commitment to open science 

(open access, open data -FAIR- open methodologies and 
protocols) and promotion of interdisciplinarity, 
multidisciplinarity and transdisciplinarity

• Honesty:
• From institution to researcher (equity/fairness): 

independence from any relationship or conflict of interest. 
Procedure for managing referees is made explicit. Procedure
for managing links and conflicts of interest are defined

• Reliability :
• From the researcher to the institution/citizen: commitment

to publish raw data in an open access FAIR mode



Elements for Review by international boards (RECs, RIOs …)
Horizon 2020 Programme Guidance:  How to complete your ethics self-assessment
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10 sections

1: Human embryos and foetuses 6: Dual use

2: Human subjects 7: Third countries (non EU)

3: Human cells, tissues, organoids 8: Exclusive focus on civil applications

4: Personal data 9: Misuse

5: Animals / Chimeras 10: other ethics issues

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/ethics/h2020_hi_ethics-self-assess_en.pdf



Elements for Review by international boards (RECs, RIOs …)
Horizon 2020 Programme Guidance:  How to complete your ethics self-assessment

10 sections

1: Human embryos and foetuses
2 questions, 4 subquestions,   4 answers on plain paper
requested

6: Dual use
1 question, 3 subquestions, 3 answers on plain paper
requested

2: Human subjects
2 questions, 8 subquestions, up to 13 documents requested: 
1 legal document and 12 answers on plain paper

7: Third countries (non EU)
6 questions, 5 subquestions, 4 answers on plain paper
requested

3: Human cells, tissues, organoids
4 questions, 10 subquestions, up to 7 documents requested: 
4 legal documents and 3 answers on plain paper

8: Exclusive focus on civil applications
1 question no subquestions (should there be one?)

4: Personal data
2 questions, 10 subquestions, up to 10 answers on plain 
paper requested

9: Misuse
1 question, 3 subquestions, three documents :2 answers on 
plain paper, one legal document requested

5: Animals / Chimeras
10 questions, 12 subquestions, up to 13 answers on plain 
paper requested

10: other ethics issues
1 question, 1 answer on plain paper requested (if yes)
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Q2: do we need all the requested documents?



Open 
questions
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• The original ethics self-assessment from contain 11 sections. N°11 deals with
evironmental issues

• Does your research involve the use of elements that may cause harm to the 
environment, to animals or plants?

• Does your research deal with endangered fauna and/or flora /protected areas?

• How to make the questionnaire less of a chore i.e.

• Are all RicOCheck items required?

• What are the essential items? 

• Are all RicOCheck requested documents necessary

• Should recommendations be attached?

• Should examples be presented?
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Council Regulation (EC) No 428/2009
of 5 May 2009

setting up a Community
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Council Regulation (EC) No 428/2009 has been abrogated and replaced by regulation 2021/821 in 2021
control of the export, transfer, transit and brokering of dual-use items

Dual-use goods are goods and technologies that can be used for both civilian and military purposes

2021/821 or
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